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DYEING and BLEAGHING

clip and align the hair naturally by genlly eneiveling the tail with
your hand and stroking toward the tip several times. (Pressing this
material between newspapers will cause the Iair to bend and take
an unnatural set.) Hang the tails by the butts as shown in the phote
helow. They will be completely dry in only @ couple of duys. Dan't
stove them away in a box audit they are bone dry. Remember, the
dried tails contain hone, flesh, :nd tendons that will create a hell of
a smell if you allow any mold or mildew lo grow on lhem. You will
be able to determine how well they are drying by teying o bend the
tail. If the: tail bends ensily and seems rather fiexible, it's stil]l yuite
damp. If the tail seems rather st or breaks easily (s squirrel tail
ofien does), it's dry and ready for storuge, T always allow them to
hang for an extra day or {wo just to be on the safe side.

I like to store my dyed call and seuirre] tails in 2 separate hox for
each color. If space is a preblem for yon, then U'd advise putting
each dyed tail in a long narrow plastic bag and staring all of them in
the same box labeled appropriately.

(Sce color plate #7, Dyed Call "Tails.)

Calf tails on drying bar.

“
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Imusl have every kind of natural fur dubbing that is available.
Some is dyed, some 15 bleached, but most of it is in ils natural
color. Almost all has becn tamned, and most of the pHeces were
acquired from a farrier [ onee knew who saved alf the trims from
his work; when he hud a grocery bug or two full of seraps he'd give
me a call. Yau'd be surprised how much rabbit is used in fur conts
and jackets, In many instances the guard hairs have been cut back
so that they are no longer than the underfur. This looks real nice on
a fur cont, but the picces ae useless to a fly tyer who wants the fur
picees for tying dey flies, because there is no way to remove the
guard haivs. But I didn’t Uurow these pieces away —1I saved them
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DYEING and BLEACHING

for blending nymph dubbing mixes, where guard hairs are desirable.

I'm to the point where T use nothing but rabbit fur on all my
dubbed-body dry flies. The underfur on the sides and belly of a rub-
bit is cxtremely fine and among the saltest ol all fars. Beaver is hat-
ter, but not quile as available and much move expensive. You can
get handfuls of rabbit skins for a little pocket change. Better yet,
find some supplier who sclls a lot of Zonker strips and ask him 1o
grab a hundful of each color of scrap helly and side fur ard send it
1o you. He'll be glad to get a Few dollars for whal was scraps to him
but is super dubbing for you. All you will have to do is cut the
pieces into strips, remove the guard hairs and either nse it as is or
blend the colors you want. Tl talk more about blending in the
chapler an mixing and blending furs.

There are some rabbit growers who raise rabbits for restaurants,
Many of these animals have snow-white skins. Get your hands an a
half dozen or so of these skins and you'l have a supply of dubbing
fur that will last a lifetime. Understand that these skins wiil prob-
ably be air dricd and may contain a lot of dried animal fut. White
rubbit often has lewer guard hairs on the back und very dense
underfur. I think it's worth the effort and time it lakes to degrease
and dye pieces of this fur for drn-Tly dubbing.

Degreasing

T use one guarter cup each of Downy liquid, Joy, and Wisk laundry
detergent in a three-gallon bucket of hot tap water to deprease
air-dried rabbit skins. The concentration can he inercased if you
have some very aily skins, but the above mixture should work for
three or four skins at a time. Remember to scrape as much animat
fat off the skins as possible hefore pulling them in the degreasing
solution. If the fur around the edges of the skin feels sticky and is
discolored from fats and oils, use a razor blade to cut away a thin
strip all the way around the skin, The less fat and oil that that goes
into the degreasing solution, the better it will work, Leave the skins
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i this solution for nt least iwo days, stirring periodicalty. In about a
dauy, you may notice a yellowish Glm floating on the surface of your
degreasing solution. This is an indication that the fats and oils are
lousening and coming to the surface. Tt doesn'l meun that the whole
hateh is getting rotten.

I don’t Jeave the skins in the degreasing solutien for more than
three days because I'm afrid the hair will begin to toosen and fail
out. Remove the skins one at a lime and dinse each one very
thoroughly under warm tap water. Try to remove as much of the
soapy solution as possible. Roll ihe skin in puper towels to Blot away
s much excess moistuze as possible, then use your hair dryer to dry
the hair side of the skin. Do not wring or twist or you'l] tear what is
now a very saft skin,

Onee you huve dried the hair side of the skin, you'll be able to
determine which part of the skin you want to dye, | wouldn't ree-
ammend Irying te dye the entire skin in one dye bath. You'll end up
with so much dubbing fur of one color that you'll never use it all, T
usually eut a full rabbit skin into four pieces, then cut one of the
quarter sections into three-quarter-inch-wide strips for dyeing. One
faurth of a rabbit skin provides an ample amount of dubhing and by
culting the quaiter piece inlo strips, I have pieces that are easy to
waork with when they are dry. They also dye more thorouglily since
there are more edges lor the dye o work into. Since the skins will
be very soft after degreasing, I think it is best ta remave (he guard
hairs afler the strips have been dyed and are partially dry.

Carefully brush the fur ta its natural lle on lhe remaining three
quarter pieces and press them behveen layers of newspapers as dis-
cussed in drying necks. The dried skin will become quile stff and
will be a Int easier to store and cut into strips later if the skins are
perfectly flat.

i you have tanned white rabbit hides, vou can forget all about
lhe degreasing method discussed above because the tanning pro-
cess remaves all the fats and ails fiom bath the skin and the fer, AD
vou nced ta do with & tanned rabbit skin is eut it into quarters, eut
ane (quarter picce into three-gquarler-inely strips, remove the guard
hairs frum each strip, soak the strips for a couple of hours in warm

FURS
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DYEING and BLEACHING

Quartered rabbit skin

water and Downy [abric softener, rinse, and dye. 1€'s rather easy {0
remove the guard hairs lront the narrow strips. Simply grip the tips
of the guard hairs between yonr thumb and forefinger und give
them a quick tug, It doesn't take long to cemove all the guard hairs
from several skrips of rabbit fur. You should remove Lhe guard hairs
fram the strips before yon soak them in the Downy and water saol-
ution. {See photos on next page)

Dyeing

Select a dycing recipe from Clupter 9. Carcfully mix the dye or
dyes and while vinegar and adjust the heat contral to 140 degrees
F. Gut a small piece from one of the strips you are going to dyve and
test dye it. The test piece will ulso give vou an idea of how the dye

Go

Pulling guard hairs fram strip

Ralsét steips with and without guard hoirs

FURS
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DYEING and BLESCHING

reacts to your material. When you think the test picee is dark
enough, remave it from the dye bath, rinse under cold water, then
under hal, squeeze in a folded paper tawel and dry the fur with
your hair dryer. If you got it right, pnt all the fur pieces in the bath
at the same lime. I the dye Lath needs some udjustments for color
or tink, keep test dycing small pieces until you're satisfied thal the
dye bath is exactly as you want it.

It is best 1o dye nothing but white furs, as you'l et cleaner and
brighter colors. However, yon can dye light gray ar light tan furs to
shades of color that are darker than the fur's natural color, It is i
poriant that you take a kittle time to study the color wheel before
you by this. You can achieve some heautiful deep olives and dirly
oranges by dycing naturally colored furs.

[ try to resist the temptation to dve any fur that ulready has a
natural color like ginger, stecl gray, slate gray, tan, or brown be-
cause: it is 5o easy to alter these colors by mixing them in a blender
with for that is alreacly dyed. These same natural colors we often
what is needed to tinf some dved furs belore 1he dyed color is just
right. For example, if you have a skin with a natwal calor of fight
creamy tan, you can make some beantifol Light Hendrickson duls-
bing by adding just a pinch of pink dyed rabbit to five or six
pinches of the ereamy tan.

Drying

Remove all the pieces from the dye bath when they have reached
the color you desire. Rinse them under cald tap waler to sct the
dye, then under hot tap waler to remove any excess dye particles
clinging to the fir and the skin. If you dyed air-dried hides, you
probably should rinse the fur pieces in a weak soupy solution of one
teaspoon of Joy lignid ond one gallon of warm water. The
degreasing never really yets all the oils frem the atr-dried hides and
more of these oils wil! have cosked out during dyeing. ‘There will
be soune ofls on the fur and this will remove most of them. Swirl the

dyed pieces around i the soapy rinse a few times and then rinse
under lubkesarm tap water, gently squeezing and releasing as the
water runs over the fur, Tanned fur picees seed not be rinsed in a
weak saapy solution beenuse there are no oils left in these skins.

Squeceze us much excess waler [rom the dyed pieces as possible,
then roll then i folded paper tosels ind Blot by squeezing Brmly.
Do not wist or wiing the pieces becanse these skins will also be
solt enough Lo tear. Use your hair dryver 1o div the Far side only. 17
vou dyed ziv-dhied Tur, examine each picce carelully to determine it
there is any ail clinging 1o the eutside edges of Lthe fur. You can ens-
ily tell if this has happened because the hairs ulong the outside
edues of the dyed pieces will appear dump, yet the hair dryer wan't
seem to dry them. Tuke a single-edye ruzor blade and cut this very
thin strip of skin and fur away from the rest of the dyed piece.
vou dyed tanned fur picees, there will be no problem wilh oils on
the fur.

After you have dried the fur side, place the picees on several
tayers of folded newspapers and carefully siroke the hair on the skin
t0 its natwral Bie, Place several more Tayers of newspapers on lop

Qils on dyed rabbit hair

FURS
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DYEING and BLEACHING

and store for two or three days, Change the papers that come in di-
reet cantact with the pieces every half day or so. Keep in mind that
the skin portion of these dyed pieces will become very britlle when
completely dry. There will also be some signéficant shrinkage of the
skin. The time to remove guard hairs from these dyed pieces is be-
fore they are bone dry. I usually pull the guard hairs when the
pieces have dried fo a poinl where they are not quite as sliff as a
thin piece of cardboard.

64
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BLEACHING

Ilm\‘u tong admired the beautiful ereams and honey blond colors
af some of the bleached (ly-tying materials T sometimes find in
Iy shaps. There are bleached vock phensant tail feathers, bleached
beaver, bleached elk and deer body hair, and a host of other
nterizals. | seldom use these materials in their bleached state, but
it ocewrred to me that onee the patural dark brown and gray colors
are removed, it should be a simple maiter to dye these hairs, furs,
and [eathers to some eofars that would he of speciul value because
of the materials™ texture. 1 read everything [ could pet my hands on
that might give some hints on how to do this. I even talked to same
supplicrs. who were very hesitunt o offer any information 1 could
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DYEING and BIEACHING

use. Even piceing together the oceasional hints T gol didn’t give me
enough to start experimenting.

Then one lucky day several years ago, I met uo angler and fly tyer
who just happened to be the manager of a beauly supply store. Not
only did the store offer hair treatmoen ts to its customers, it also sold
the supplies to those who wanted to bleach and eolor their hair at
home. After buying him sevezral cups of coffee and « bagel or two, T
was able o extract just enough information (and supplics} to trv my
own Dbleaching. My theory was that if the chemicals were safe
engugh o use on 2 person’s head, they should be safe envugh to use
on fly-tying materials without rzining the delicate furs and Bhers,
and my new friend agreed.

I purchased a bottle of forty percent volwine peroxide and a
one-pound container of Clairol Basic Professional White, Extra
Strength Poweder Lightener. (The five percent peroxide that is avail-
able at your drugstore or grocery is not powerlul enpugh for our
use.) On the way home, I stopped at the gracery and bought a guart
of houschold ammounia. T got out all the notes I had accumulated
over the years about blcaching and cancorted the following formula:

Mix six scoops (a small plaslic scoap comes in the Clairol can) of
Clairel lightener with a little hot water to make a paste. Keep thin-
ning this paste until you have a bwa-cup conlainer of a thin milky
solution. The powder has a very strong odor and I don’t think it's
very wise fo inhale it. Be careful not to create a dust eloud when
handling the powder. (There are some cautions to this effect printed
on the container, Read and abserve thein carefully.) Pour this sol-
ution into yonr dyeing pan. Then:

= Add one cup of forty percent volume perexide and mix the
two ingredients thoronghly.

*  Add one halfl" cup ammaonia and mix thorgughly.

' Add fonr eups hot tap water and 1nix thoraughly aguin.

Turn on the exhaust fan if you have one, or open u couple of
windows, to allow the smmonia and Clairol fiimes to eseape, T sup-
pose one could get a little “dingy” if vou used this stulf on a daily
basis, but I dan't think there is any barm in plaving around with it
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onee ar twice a year. Use your head and try to keep from breathing
the fumes.

The ahove misture is enough 1o complete a number of bleaching
chores. | use it primarily to bleach cream hackles to white and
always do that first, while the misture is at its peak strength. Then I
will throw in a couple of strips of deer ar elk Body hair, or a couple
of grizely ruoster or hen necks, T will also bleach moose body hair,
fox squirret tils, blnck bear body hair, cven peceary, The lalest use
L lawee for it is bleaching brown dry-fly necks to gingerl A few years
ago, hrown dry-fly necks were very searce and we had to learn to
dye ginger necks to brawn. Now the situation has reversed and gin-
ger necks seem Lo be few while brown necks are plentilul. However,
be wearmed that bleaching brown to ginger is rather tricky and time
consiming, If yau bleach the brown neck too long in an attempt lo
achieve « light honey ginger, you'll probubly ruin the neck. Ail the
haekle fibers will begin to curl and appear much thinner. Try this on
a picee of old neck Ttk that contains roughly the same quality of
feathers as the neck you wish to bleach to determine if you teally
want to chance it on an expensive #1 or #2 dry-{ly neck.

Remudless of what malerial you wish to bleach, Brst be sure that
every {eather sr hair has been thoroughly soaked in a warm, weak
soapy solution. This is not an altempt to remove any oils from the
fiw or feathers but is intended to make certain that everything is wet
and will bleach more quickly and completely. Soak the materials for
only 4 few minutes, then rinse the seapy solution from them under
warm Lap waler and put them into the dye pan holding your bleach-

ing solution,

Make sure that all the fealhors or hair are saturated with (e
bleaching solution, Turn the malerial often and press the solution
into the maleral with your fingers, (You shauld, of course, be wear-
ing your rubber gloves.) Periodically 1ift the material from the bleach
and siypeeze ull the solution from it, and then put the material back.
This wiil help to ensure that there are fresh bleaching chemicals in
direet comtuct with the material for Ionger periods of time.

Try to keep the Dbleaclhing solution at about 100 degrees
Fahrenheit— no hotter, Necer reheat the solution an your hot plate
while the materfals yvou're bleaching ave still in the pan. Rempve
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DYEING and BLEACHING

the material, reheat the solution, remove the pun from the hot plate,
and then pit the material back in the pan. Since the liquid velume
of the bleaching solution is not very great, there is a strong possi-
bility that the coils of your hot plate will ereate hot spots an the pan
that will ruin any huckle fiber or haic that touches them,

You will be the jlge of when the materials are bleached Light
enough, ! have never heen able bleach nudural gray deer hair to
snow white, for example. I'm not even sure it's possible. But yon con
achieve some very light honey gingers from ulmost all natural hairs
and feathers. The tick is to remove as much natural color as poss-
ible without ruining the fibers. Never attempt to bleach with Clorox,
as it destroys Bbers.

Rinse the blenched material very thoroughdy, first under warm
tap water for several minutes, altemately squeezing and releasing
the material fo {Tush as much of the bleaching solution out as poss-
ible. Then mix a weak soapy sclution of ane teaspoon liquid Joy
dishwashing detergent and one gallon of warm water and swis] the
bLleached niaterial in it for several mare minutes, Rinse completely
and squueze to remove the excess water. Blot the material in folded
paper towels and wse your hair dryer to dey all hut the ski side,
Either press the material between layers of newspapers or hang
from a drying har as outlined earlier.

Manufacturers of some of the preducts sold in beauty supply
stores will no longer scll to anyone but a professional hairdresser,
stnce some people have misused the products (on their heads),
burned their scalps, and sued 1he maker for damages. Ta protcet
themselves Trom Further abuse, the compunies have withdrewn
some of their praducts from sales to the consumer. Yan'll have be
very careful how yau aequire some of the materials I have Jisted
abave. It could eost you several dozen flies at the very least, or poss-
ibly the exact location of anc of your favorile fishing spots. If you
can get your hands on this material, don't tell even your closest
buddy where you got it. There e a lot of very understanding folks
involved in our sport, and with a lide discreet questioning you'll be
able to {ind a supplier.

{See color plate #8, Bleached Materizls.)

[

DYE
MIXES

and

RECIPES

R[ powder dyes contain a great deal of salt, which must be
dissolved before you can use the dye. Rit liquid dyes also
contain salt, but it is already dissplved and suspended with the
dissolved particles of dye. The significance of the choice between
liquiid or powder is that there is a major difference in the amount of
dye of either type you will use for a specific dyeing job. The label
on the back of 2 # Ys-ounee box of Rit powder dye indicates that one
package of dry powder will dye one pound of dry weight, or about
three vards of meditm-weight fabric. The cight-ounce hotile of
coneentrated Rit liquid dye will dye two pounds of dry weight. To
furlher compound this difference, you seldom nced to use an enlire
package of divy dye. Since salt particles are heavier than dye
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panticles, it is entirely possible that one day you may measure out a
teaspoon of dry dyc and get ninely-eight percent salt and hwo
percent dye particles. Some days or weeks Inter You may measure
another teaspoon of dye from the same package wnd get cighty
pereent salt and twenty percent dye particles. Considering the
enormeus difference in dye strength behween two percent and
lwenty percent, I'm sure you can mess what the result might be if
you attempt to mateh colors from: previous dyeing chores.

You can solve this problem by making your own liquid warking
solution from the powder dyes. Emply two packages of dry Rit dye
{same color!) info a colfec carale, add ene cup of water and bring to
a slow simnering boil. Stir and simmer until all the st and dye
particles Tave dissolved. You may notice a scum fine develap
around the inside of the carafe; it containg impuritics from the
dissolved salt and dye, andl perhaps some weird stulf lrom your
water. Don't be too concerned about this, Keep stitving until you're
eonvinced that not all the particles are going to dissolve and remove
the carale from the hot plate 1o caol a little before pouring the
tquid into a plastic bottle for storage. Boiling hot liquid could melt
the thin wails of some plastic hotdes and cause a terrible spitl,
When that happens, you are faced with a major clean-up and the
fiercest wrath from ull others who inhabit your house. Using a fun-
necl will also reduce the chances of spilling, When 1 pour the liguid
dye from my carafe into « plastic buttle, 1 always set the bottle in
the sink, just in case. That litlle precaution has saved me from
major embarassment on several accasians. You can cither save plas-
tic juice bottles or buy them at your local hardware store. The only
caution I would offer here is 1o make certain that the plastie bottles
you choose huve screw-on caps. Snap-an caps also snap off, usually
at the warst ime.

You have now made your own liguid dye working solution. Every
thne you measure a teaspoon or tablespoon of this solution in lo your
dye bath, you can he absolulely certain of (he slrength becuuse ull
the ingredients have been dissolved. To he on the safe side, I give
the bottle a couple of shakes hefore measuring vat dye for o hath,

Since we made our solution by disolving two packagies of dry dye

DYE MIXES and RECIFES

Plastic bottles and finnel

(each of which would dye ane pound of dvy fabric) in ore cup of
witter, ome would probably be willing to assume that the strength of
aur solotion and liquid Rit s equal, since the Iabel on the
eight-ounce liqaid dye suys it will dye two pounds of diy mateviul,
Don't assunee, test dvel I tnk the factory version of the liquid dye
is stronger and rormally use less of it than I would of the liguid
concentrate 1 make from two packs ol disolved dye. A couple of
warnings:

= Al Rit powder dyes, and only Rit powder dyes, should be
disalved inta a working solution as deseribed above, You will
be measuring small amounts from the working solution to cre-
ale dye baths using the recipes [isted luter,

T Never attempt to make a liquid working solufion from
high-concentrate powder dyes such as Veniurd.

Check ot the various tly-fishing magnzines and other periodicals
for adverlisements by manufactorers and distributors of high-
coneentrale powder dyes such as Veniard, This stfT is very power-
ful and vou should e extremely careful when using it, Just a dozen
grains spilled on vour eounter top (or, worse yet, your ear-
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pet), will change the color of whatever it's on the instant moisture
comes in contact with it. T have ound that Formula 409 is great
stull for removing staing left fram splatiers and spills. Keep these
powerfl dyes in tightly closed glass ar plastic contziners and stored
away from moisture. If you use glass containers, be certain that you
store them someplace where there is no possibility of hreakage.

Try to get all your fluovescent dyes from the same supplier. If
you can't, find the local supplier of Tinter brand dyes. This
company produces dyes that are called “neon green,” “ncoan pink,”
and “"neon yellow,” for example. 1 laven't used them, but T assume
fand 1 know it’s dangerous to assume anything), the colors will be
what we lmow as fluorescent. The lohel on the box says
“Manufactured for KIWI BRANDS, INC.” But it doesn't suy who
did the manufacturing. A few days hefore tuming this manuscript in
to the publisher, I lemrned that Rit now manufactures the same
three neon colors. Keep your eyes and ears open to new ideas and
new products,

Remember the following before you attempt to dye:

« The following dye mixes, recipes, and formulas are (with a
few noted exceptions) all added to twenty-five cups of water
and one quarter eup of white vinegar.

*  Apgain, with a few noted exceptions, afl are meant to dycup lo
six rooster necks or three bucktails at a time.

*+ If you wish to dye fewer than six rooster necks or three
Lucktails, do not decrease any furmula by more than fifty
percent or use fewer than sixteen cops of water for the dve
Dbath,

* The Rit dye formulas are all hased on a standard of making
your avn working solution from two packages of dry Rit dye
and one cup of water as described carlier.

* The temperature of the dye Dath should never excesd 140
degrees F.

* Al material to be dyed (except tanmed hides) should be
degreased.

*  Rinse all soaked and degreased material thoroughly.

(5]

DYE MIXES and RECIPES

* Constantly stir and turn the material in the dye bath,

* All wet material will appear darker than when dry.

*  Be certain that all excess dye has heen washed away before
drying and storing the dyed material.

* You must have white to dye ta bright!

* The quality of your water supply may alfect some of the

recipes,

= Clen your bamboo tongs with Formula 409 and a sponge
under Lot water before you handle any light colared material
in the dye bath, There will always be a residue of dye on the
arms and tips of your tongs from the last dyeing session. If
von don't clean your tongs, you may put dark marks oo your
while bucklails or cream /white ronster necks.

* Always clean the dye pan with Formula 408 and paper towels
afier cach dye bath. Rinse with hat tap water and dey.

+  Mever save used dye,

You shoutd have some understanding of the color wheel that
arlisls use when they mix their paints. Check out a book on color
From your libvary and read it just to get a little understanding of
eolors and how they react to each other. Grumbucher produces a
calor wheel (Cat. No. B 420) that shows you what you get when you
add colors together. It's a color-computing device that has a rolating
dise with windows in it. Cheose a color to add to another and the
window will show you what eolor the mix wil produce. It's an
inviduable teol when you wunt to mix dyes to produce different
shades. \\rite to M. Grumbacher, Ine., 460 West 34th Street, New
Yark. NY 10001 to find the name and address of the nearest dis-
tributor of their products.

Mixes and Recipes
Light dun Iram eream white rooster necks or sadiles

2 tablespoons Rit pearl grey #39
¥ lublespoon Tt tan #16




DYEING and BLEACHING

Medium dun from cream white rooster necks ar saddles
5 tablespoons Rit pear? prey #39
1'% tablespoons Rit tan #16

Shate dun from eream white rosster necks ar sadkles
8 tablespoons Rit pear grey #39
2 % tablespoons Rit tun #16

Medivm dun from domestie eream white hen ar pullet necks
or backs

4 tablespoons Rit pearl grey #39

1 tablespoon Rit tan #16

Regular brown from medium ginger rooster necks or snddles
2 tublespoons Rit cocoa brown #20
(less than) ¥s teaspoon Venjard Summer Dick
Note: This is 2 recipe I found in ane of Ervic Leiser’s
boaks.

Coachman brown from medium Einger rooster necks or
saddles

3 tublespoons Rit cocoa brown #20

i lablespoor Veniard Summer Duck

Tt takes a litile move time to dye to Coschman brown and you
may have fo add a fourth tablespoon of Ril coeoa hrown to the dye
bath 1o achicve the decp, dack, reddish brown quality of 3 true
Coachman brown.

Wood-duck flank from mallard flank
10 cups water
1 cup wet Mank feathers
1 tablespoon Rit tan #16
2 tablespoons while vinegur

DYE MIKXES and RECIPES

Olive green
2 tublespoons Rit Kelly green #32
2 lablespoon Rit tan #16
s tablespoan Rit gold #23

This recipe originally ealled for 114 tablespoons of Rit avacado
areen and one teaspoon of Rit Kelly green. Rit avaeado is no longer
avaitable, so you will have to adjust the anount of Kelly green and
tan to achieve the right tint of olive, Remember that theve is a lot of
red dye in by IT you add too much, you will begin to turn yvour dve
bath gray as the green and red parlicles begin to neutralize each
other.

Salman fly orange (dirty orange)
' teaspoon Veniard orange
" teaspoon Veniard Summer Duck

Grass shrimp blue (bonefish)
1 lablespoon Rit royal blue #29

Whistler pink (saltwater)
7 tablespoons Rit rose pink #7
1 teaspoon Ril scarlet #5

Light tan calf tuil from natural white
2 tublespoons Rit tan #16

Light tan tuckey T-base from natural white
2 tablespoons Rit tan #16
{20 cups water, 2 cups wet turkey)

Fluarescent charfreuse from auy pure white natural ma-
terial

%1 \easpaon Veniard fluorescent yellow

‘4 teaspoon Veniard fluorescent lime green
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Sulphur dun wings from domestic cream white hen ar pullet
necks

Tirst dye with 3 tablespoons Rit yelfow #1

then aver-dye with 3 tablespoons Rit gray #39

Experiment with one ratty old neck to lind the right “wet” color
of yellow on the first dye. (You wunt a neek with a slight yellowish
cast to it} Then, immerse the same neck in the gray dye Dath to put
the sfight tinges of gray to each fenther that the ratural insect has
on its wings. It only takes a few maments in the gray dye bath to
achieve this effect. These are beautiful necks when you get them
right. I would strongly suggest that you dye only one neck at a lime,
as it's very easy to get both colors too dark.

Pale morning dun wings from crenm white hen or pullet
necks

First dye with I tablespoon Rit tan #16

ther over-dye with 1 tablespoon Rit peerl gray #39

Use the same over-dyeing technique described above for sulphur
can wings. The First dye should result in a very light cream to light
tan cast. The sccond dye should add tinges of gray to each feather,
but not cover the light tan,

Bright green {not Auorescent} fram any pure white natural
material

3 tablespoons Rit dark green #35

3 teaspoon Yeniard flucrescent lime green

Light blue (soft hackle for steelhead flies)
10 cups water
1 tablespoon Rit light blue #26
8 cream white hen neck bults

Purple from any nateral cream white ntaterial
4 tablespoons Rit navy blue #30
1 tablespoon Rit scarlet #5

s Bl s b R i e ML e N e A TR

Yellow hucktails
3 buckiuils
1 teaspoon Veniard yellow

Red bucktails
3 burktails
1 teaspoon Veniard bright red

Blue haektails
1 tablespoon Tt toyal Blue #28 for each huckiail
An additional tablespoon of Rit navy blue #30 will deepen
the color

Black from any natural material

First dye 1o very dark brown or red.

Then over-dye to black using one tablespoon of Rit black
for each neck, or lwo tablespoons af Rit black for each
bucktuil. 1t takes u long fime to get a good deep black.
Yau'll prabably have to add more dye to the dyc bath and
leave the materdals in it for most of the day. (This is the
only time you don't have to worry about adding fresh dye
to a partially used dye bath.} Agitate and turn the material
every ten minutes o ensure that the dyc is getting down
1o the base of each hair or [eather. Keep in mind that the
water in your dye bath will evaporate and you'lt have to
keep ndiding water, or the heat from your hot plate could
ruin the material you're dyeing,.

Medium brown grizzly far hass bugs
1 tablespoon Rit tan #16
1 teaspoon Rit cocoa brown #20
1 teaspoon Tt gold #23

Green drake grizzly
2 tublespoons Rit Kelly green #32
t tablespoon Ril tan #16
Vs teaspoon Vendard yellow

DYE MiXES ond RECIPES
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The abuve reeipes will help with most of vour dyeing. By the time
you have tried all of them, you'll na doubt have diseovered some
other colors you'd Tike to try. Don't be afizid to experiment. And be
sure 1o keep accurate notes on haw muel: of each dye, which kind
of dye, and how much water vou used.

You'll find several degrees of hardness to the quality of some
materials. Harder miterials seem to resist aceepting a dye. Flave
patience—all natural materinls can he dyed.

Dyeing Stripped Hackle Quills

The following recipes are Lased on ten cups of water and two
tablespoons of while vinegar mixed in a coffee carafe, Each vecipe
will dye up to six bundles of stripped rooster hackle quills.

Medium blue dun from white
1 tablespoon Rit gray #39

Medium brown from white
1 tablespoon Rit tan #16

Pale yellow from white
s teaspoan Venjard yellow

Cream from white
1 teaspoon Rit tan #16

Olive quill from white
{for Bactis & Blue-winged olive bodies)
First dye with s teaspoon Yeniard yellow
Then over-dye with 1 tablespoon Rit Kelly green #32

The first dye should produce a yellowish cast to the quills. The sec-
ond dye should produce light green guills with some of the yeflow

DYE MIXES ond RECIPES

showing through. Farly and Jate-season naturals will be darker in
culor; summer naturuls will be lighter. Dye your quills accordingly.
To dye the quill bundles darker, simply leave them in ench dye
Dath a little longer.

Melon Quill pink from white
1 tablespasn Rit rose pink #7

Dyeing Notes

Use the: following charts to record your quanlities and procedures,
They will came in handy in the fisture it you repeat a reeipe,

COLOR FROM =

MATERIAL AMOUNT -

WATER CuUPs

DYT FORMTULA -_—
_— .
_

COLOR FROM

MATERIAL AMQUNT -

WATER CUPS
DYE FORMULA
_—
-
_—

(Sec calar plate #9, Stripped and Dyed Hackle Quills.)
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Dyeing Notes

COLOR FROM
MATERIAL AMOUNT

WATER CUPS
DYE FORMULA

COLOR FROM
MATERJIAL AMOUNT

WATER CUFS
DYE FORMULA

COLOR FROM
MATERIAL AMOUNT

WATER CUPS
DYE FORMULA
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REMOVAL

Don'i throw away any of your dyeing mistukes, especiatly il
vou used Rit dye. The Ril Dye Company and Tintex both
warket a product called “Color Remover,” and it works pretty well.
Neither product will remove all the color from the material you
Jiave dyed, but they'll get mast of it — enongh that you can over-dye
the material 10 a dilferent shade or tint from your original dye job.
If vou don't want to remove the color fram a previous dye job you
should save your dyeing mistakes anyway, hecause you can dye
anvihing lo bluck.

A few vears ago T needed some lavge, bright green grizely-neck
butt feathers for some saltwater flies T wanted to tie, but dido't have
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the right feathers to dye since T was between shipments of grizzly
necks. T did have a box of green grizaly neck butts left over from ty-
ing a lot of Green Drukes, bl the color wasn’t bnight or light
enaugh. I'm sure you can see the prablem I was ficed with.

I tried Rit Color Remover on Lhe Green Drake grively-neck
butts, thinking that if it worked 1 could re-dye the necks to a ligher
and brighter color, Tt worked so well that | now recycle a lol of
dyed necks that no longer have feathers af the right size. After anly
thirty or forty minutes, the cight dok green grizely-neck bhutts 1
had put in the color remover solution were nearly hack to their
original natural color. There were still traces of a sickly looking yel-
lowish green, but after another fifteen or twenty minutes T couldn’t
delect any appreciable additional fading of colur, so 1 thoroughly
rinsed the neck butts and re-dyed them with a misture of Mior-
escent fime green and Rit Kelly green. The result was a perfect
match to my pattcrn sample. I have since Iearned to pull and size
the hackles 1 will need for a specific pattern and dye them as loose
feathers. It saves a lot of ime and materiaf.

Both Rit and Tintex color removers are quite strong chemieals. If
you use too much of them yon can curl the individual hackle fibers
on cvery hackle stem. You could easily ruin every neck yon put into
this solution unless you mix it properly. Also, the dry powders pro-
duce a strong odor when mixed with hot water to make the sol-
ution. Use this stulf near an open window or have an exhaust fan
nearby to remove most of the fumes. There are no eactions on the
package about breathing the fumes, so perhaps they're only a little
obnoxious ¢ keep you at a safe distance. There are some cautions
about getting the material in your eyes and about “prolonged” skin
contact, Wear glasses and rubber gloves. You should be wearing
rubber gloves any time you are dycing materials.

The Tintex package contuins 1,9 ounces of dry eolor reinover.
According to the instruction shect inside the box, this is enough
calor remover (o treat one pound of material that is completely
covered with water, Since a few neek bults weigh only a couple of
ounces, I tried a formula of one tablespoan of dry cofar remover to
eight caps of hot tap water, and it worked fine.

&6

Cotor REmoOval

Pour eight eups of hot water into your dve pun, 2dd one table-
spoon of dry color remsver and stir until all the powder has
dissolved. This will be enough solution to remove most of the dyed
color from five necks. Since you are attempting to remove color
lrom some previously dyed material, there is no need o use the
complete degreasing pracess as outlined earier. Simply soak the

| in lukewarm water for ten or fiftecn minutes to make sure
v or feather fs wet.

nader

every

Fut the necks (or other material) into the solution all at ance. Stir
and lurn the pieces frequently to make sure that fresh color re-
mover is in contact with the material af all times, Try to keep the
temperature of this solution no higher than 120 degrees. If you
need Lo rcheat the solutivn on your hot plate, remave the neck
buits first, as there is not enough volume 1o the solution to keep
the neck butts away from the very hot bottom of the pan as you re-
heat it,

Yo may find that using onby one tablespuan of eolor remover 1o
cight cups of water will be a rather weak solution, and that it Ty
take w while fonger than thirty or forly minutes to remeve as much
color as you'd like. You may add small amounts of additional color
remover lo the solation, but T wouldnl add more than half a tea-
spoon at a the, and I'd give the original selulion at least an hour’s
time te work before you add more. Remember, it is entirely poss-
ilsle ta ruin the feather fibers if the solution is too sirong. Remove
all the necks from the solution before you add mare colar remover
poveder and stic thoroughly to be sure all the powder has dissolved.

Rinse any material that you have put in a coler remaval solution
very thoroughly before you attempt 1o re-dye it. Wash it in a gallon
of ware_water with a Leaspaon of Joy liquid and. then vinse under
warm tap water until you're eerlain all the color remover his heen
washed away, Any color remover remaining on your materials will
weaken the dye; the dye bath will certainly not perform as well as it
would with untreated matevial.

The instruction sheet that comes in the package of Tintex Color
Remover eonluins a handy little chart of what colors shauld result
when you use some comman dye colors to dye materiat that has
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alveady been dyed to another conunan calor, Pin this chart ko the
wall in yoar dyeing room; it's a good guide and will help vou to
understand how eolors reaet to each other.

48

11

STRIPPING

UILLS

Ithiuk that stripped peacock or slripped rooster hackle quills
make far more realistic mayfly bodies than any other material.
The linished fly has prominent segmentation, a finely tapered, car-
rol-shaped abdemen, and a smooth waxy surface, and it floats like a
tiny cork. We can make the same observations about nearly alf
natural mayllies. Contrary to whal seems to be a rather pepular
opinion, stripped quills are not so fragile as to make them an im-
praclical tying material. 1f you really believe that, (hen I offer the
vpinion that perhaps one of two things happencd to the quills you
vsedl: {1) they were very old and brittle hefore stripping; and {2) Lhe
yuills were damaged during stripping. When you nced {o lic a hatf
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